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Abstract

For gaining the participation of living people in a watershed for cooperation of them in the
watershed plans, the effective factors should be considered. In this study economic characteristics
of the rural people which were the member of watershed cooperative of Saghezchi-Chaei watershed
(Ardabil province), and the effect of this factor on the participation of those on the watershed
cooperatives were investigated. This research was conducted based on descriptive survey design
and questionnaire. The statistical population of the study was the member of the watershed
cooperatives rural areas including, Saghezchi, Soha, Hour, Tafieh and Raz totally 115 beneficiaries,
which were inhabitant on the Saghezchi-Chaei watershed. For data analysis SPSS software were
used. Obtained results from the description of economic characteristics of beneficiaries which were
the members of watershed cooperative of Saghezchi-Chaei watershed showed that whatever the
area of agricultural land for members and amount of income from agriculture is lower, also agreed
members to plan for rain gardens on steep terrain, and convert abandoned dry lands to rain gardens
have the highest participation in the watershed cooperatives. Accrding to the statistical analysis,
cofficient of Kruskal-Wallis test between the amount of income from main profession and
benefit/cost ratio of members to participate in the watershed cooperatives was significant (o= 0.01),
This means low-income members and beneficiaries who their income is less than cost, have the
highest participation in the watershed cooperatives. Spearman correlation coefficients between the
beneficiaries expect to increase income and participation in the watershed cooperatives was
significant (a= 0.01), this means the majority of beneficiaries with the expect of increase in income
have been the member of watershed cooperatives. Despite the economical problems of beneficiaris
in the watersheds, recommended special attention to create jobs and attract young workers in the
formation of cooperatives.

Keywords: Economic characteristics, watershed cooperatives, participation.
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